
 

The information contained in this summary report is intended as a general overview of assessments for the 

current year.  Assessed values are subject to change as needed and are not to be relied upon for any use other 

than for property tax assessment. All information was derived from sources generally deemed to be reliable. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Mission of the White County 

Assessor’s Office is to provide the 

most equitable assessments 

possible, utilizing the latest 

technologies and the best-trained 

staff available.  We are committed 

to serving the public in a 

professional and courteous 

manner. 
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RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

 

 Maintained a reputation for fair and equitable assessments 

by meeting the national standards for statistical testing 

established by the International Association of Assessing 

Officers (IAAO) and the State Assessment Coordination 

Department (ACD) Sales Ratio Study 

 

 Received a satisfactory Performance Audit for Phase I, year 

1 completion of field work 

 

 Contracted with Pictometry International Corporation for the 

2012 Spring flyover of White County, with funding 

assistance from the City of Searcy, 911 Office, and Sheriff’s 

Office.    

 

 Hired a full-time experienced GIS employee for parcel 

mapping maintenance 

 

 Improved office administrative transparency and the 

distribution of information through digital media, social 

media (Facebook and website), public speaking, radio, 

newspaper interviews, etc. 

 

 Implemented mobile Personal Property assessment via 

smartphone and internet 

 

 Implemented new Disaster Preparedness Services Plan by 

streamlining the back-up of assessment digital records 

through Multi-Site Backup & Validation service using 

“Cloud” technology. 
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THE PAST & PRESENT OF ASSESSMENT 
 

 It’s hard to believe that just 17 years ago, White County appraisers 
were still figuring improvement values with a pencil.  In 1995, our first 
comprehensive reappraisal was started, continued for 3 years and 
computerized assessment modeling replaced our pencils.  At that time, 
reappraisal values went on at full market value.  A few years later, 
Amendment 79 (Homestead Credit) became the law that would provide  
taxpayers some relief on their property taxes, with a credit of up to $300 
(later to $350), “caps” on how much their taxable value could increase 
each year after a reappraisal, with additional benefits for elderly or 
disabled homeowners.   
 
Fast-forward to 2011 and the Assessor’s Office uses as many of the 
available technological advances as possible in order to provide more 
accurate assessments.  With the purchase of a new mapping system 
comes the ability for the county appraisers to locate and identify changes 
in properties that were previously inaccessible by foot (or unseen from a 
road), determining use and codes for agricultural parcels, and improving 
the annual parcel maintenance process. Hiring a GIS specialist in 2012 
was pivotal for parcel maintenance to remain compliant with State law.  
The basis for proper ad valorem assessment is the gathering of credible 
information from various sources.  Our partnership with state, county and 
city entities, in addition to the physical data mining, is an important aspect 
of mass appraisal that is not usually seen by the public.  
 
Smartphones and tablets have afforded taxpayers more access to their 
records 24/7. By downloading a mobile assessment app, you can now 
update your personal property assessment while waiting for your dinner, 
or from your doctor’s waiting room, for example.  Our website has links to 
important documents that give the public the information they need in 
order to understand the assessment processes, and allow for an 
immediate inquiry through email to the office.  No more busy signals, no 
more standing in long lines at the end of a month, no more unnecessary 
trips to our office.   

 



 

 
2012 

 

6 Email us at  assessor@whi.countyservice.net  or  appraisal@whi.countyservice.net 

 /www.facebook.com/pages/White-County-Assessors-Office/297549850281854 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FUTURE OF ASSESSMENT 

 
Paper worksheets currently used by our office will be replaced one day 
by “tablets” such as the iPad to gather physical information about real 
estate.  The next generation of field appraiser will simply load the 
records of an area that they will be inspecting onto their tablet and 
enter the information of each property while they are onsite.  The 
information gathered, including a building sketch, will then be 
downloaded onto the server and reviewed in the office.  Aerial maps 
will be accessed through the tablet using Cloud technology.  Gone will 
be the stacks of paper record cards and folders waiting to be entered 
into the system and filed.   Historical assessment records will be 
scanned and stored in a virtual file cabinet, easily retrievable for 
reference.   As you can see, technology has impacted the mass 
appraisal profession in a very positive way by easing the time- and 
energy-consuming methods of data gathering and storage.  This is not 
an instant change, as technology upgrades are not cheap – but the 
upgrades are gradually being implemented over time.  Each year 
brings new and welcomed changes that allow assessors to improve the 
assessment process within reasonable budget limits.  
 
 

THE BOTTOM LINE is this… 

 
The Assessor has to comply with State Law, Rules & Regulations, 
while providing top-notch service to the public. Our taxpayers expect 
prompt, efficient responses to their questions about property 
assessment.  Lawyers, title companies, realtors, insurance agents, tax 
managers, cities, school districts, county offices, and State agencies all 
use our records on a daily basis.  Additionally, FOIA requests have to 
be fulfilled in a timely fashion.  Improvements to the assessment 
process will greatly benefit the end-user of this information and allow 
our office to provide the best service possible to everyone.  It is the 
Mission of the White County Assessor to provide not only the most 
accurate assessments possible, but to serve the Public in the most 
professional manner as well. 
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http://www.whitecountyar.org/white_county_assessor.php 

  

Our Website has links to important 

information, including our Facebook page. 
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Clicking on the blue links opens important documents or directs you to our 

online assessing and real estate search pages 
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Sending an email is quick and easy from our 

website 
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You can also link directly to our website from our Facebook page 
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AMENDMENT 79 

 

(HOMESTEAD CREDIT ACT) 
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Abstract with Amendment 79 applied 

 Full, Reduced and Effective assessed values 
 

The following pages show the Real Estate and Personal Property assessments for 2011.  

The values displayed represent 20% of the full market value carried on the Assessor’s 

records.  Real Estate values are offset by Amendment 79 to the Arkansas Constitution, 

commonly referred to as the Homestead Credit Act. 

 

 The column titled “Full Value” is the full market assessed value of all real estate in 

White County.   

 

 The second column titled “Reduction” represents the amount of value subtracted 

from the Full Value as required by Amendment 79.  (This Amendment limits the 

amount of increase in a property’s TAXABLE value each year following a 

comprehensive reappraisal.  Increases in Taxable (Effective) value are limited to 

either 5% or 10% of a property’s previous Taxable value.   There are additional limits 

for Taxable value increases based on the owner’s eligibility due to either age or 

disability).   

 

 The third column titled “Effective” represents the value that is subject to millage rate 

application.  This amount can vary in years between cyclical reappraisal due to the  

Amendment 79 limitations.  For example, the Effective (Taxable) value can increase 

each year between reappraisals due to applying the Amendment 79 cap increase of 

5% or 10% as the result of a reappraisal.   

 

 Amendment 79 does not limit or freeze the taxes on a property. 

 Amendment 79 does limit or freeze the taxable value of a property. 
 

  

An example of the Amendment 79 limitations is shown on the next page. 
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EXAMPLE: A new house valued at $100,000 (full value) for 2011, owner qualifies for the Homestead Credit 

 

  100,000  full value 

  x 20%  assessment rate 

  = 20,000  full & effective value 

The same property, with no change in ownership or additional improvements added, values at $120,000 for the next reappraisal. 

 

  120,000  full value 

  x 20%  assessment rate 

  = 24,000  full value 

   

Previous taxable value of 20,000 + 5% of the increased value =  20,000 * 1.05 = 21,000 taxable value for year of reappraisal 

 

           21,000 * 1.05 = 22,050 for year 2 after reappraisal, 

  

and so on until either (a) the full assessed value is reached or (b) the property is sold or (c) is no longer owner-occupied. 

 

Same property whose owner qualifies under the age or disability component of Amendment 79  

 

 2011 value  = 20,000 

 New value   = 24,000 

 Taxable value  = 20,000 
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PRELIMINARY* 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

ABSTRACTS 

 
*Final Abstract will be prepared by January 30

th
, 2013
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REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENT 

ABSTRACT – ALL PROPERTIES 
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REAL ESTATE ABSTRACT BY 

CATEGORY and SHOWING 

NEWLY DISCOVERED VALUES 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY ABSTRACT 

ALL PROPERTY TYPES 
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ASSESSMENT OF 

  

OIL & GAS IN  

 

WHITE COUNTY 
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GENERAL MINERALS INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Minerals assessment (producing only) is part of Real 

Estate.  Assessment is not based on royalties received. 

 

 Working interest assessed to Producer 

 

 Production interest assessed to individuals 

 

o Assessment is based on information provided by the well 

operators.  Despite the recent downturn in cost of natural 

gas, new wells continue to be permitted and drilled. 

 

o Estimated 2013 well count will be 1,200.  The 2012 well 

count is 1,021 and 48,411 individual producing-mineral 

assessments. Compare that to 2011, there were 

approximately 818 producing wells, with 35,656 

assessments and in 2010, there were around 624 producing 

wells and about 22,000 individual assessments. 

 

o As of August 31st, 2012: 73 permitted wells; 104 completed 

wells; 10 plugged wells.  Division Orders from the well 

Operators will reflect 2012 production amounts for the new 

wells in Spring 2013. 

 

o Capping of some existing wells continues, in reaction to 

lower demand and higher inventory. Increase in well count 

and mineral assessments offsets decreased price/mcf. 

 

o Rate/mcf established by ACD and based on an analysis of 

prior 3-years Arkansas sales data 

 

o Rate remains the same for a reappraisal cycle 

 

o Rate can only be adjusted every reappraisal year (2011, 

2016, etc.) 

 

o 2008 Rate/mcf = 6.60     
2011 Rate /mcf = 4.85     
2016 Rate/mcf = ??? 
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Real Estate Assessment 

Producing Mineral Interests Only 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY BUSINESS ASSESSMENTS 

 

OIL & GAS RELATED INDUSTRIES 
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2012 PERSONAL PROPERTY 

RATIO STUDY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by 

State of Arkansas  

Assessment Coordination Department (ACD) 
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FREQUENTLY 

ASKED 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by 

Assessment Coordination Department 

State of Arkansas 
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CLICK HERE FOR THE “FREQUENTLY 

ASKED QUESTIONS”  

 
http://www.whitecountyar.org/assessor/Assessor_FAQ.pdf 

 

(Note: the links within the document do not work. The 

document is published as received from the State ACD) 

 

http://www.whitecountyar.org/assessor/Assessor_FAQ.pdf

